
Sitting down with Jeremy Duby 

As the Warren Concert Band kicks off its 55th season, we had the opportunity to sit down with Jeremy Duby, 
Music Director and Conductor of WCB, to discuss the upcoming season and his vision for the band’s ongoing 
journey to musical excellence: 

When putting together the repertoires for the upcoming season, what is your thought process when building the song 
selection for each concert? 

There is a multi-prong process for me when programming a season: 

• Where are we going? 

• What’s new? 

• Who are we featuring? 

Typically, pieces we perform each season have musical and technical elements that lead to a great work for a future 
season (secret hint, this season will be leading us to the Persichetti Symphony).  I am always looking at the continued 
growth of the band so that we can be around at least another 55 years!  I also work to stay on top of new composers and 
their music.  There is so much great new music being written, and from all backgrounds.  I try to be diligent in being 
diverse in who we are supporting and performing as well as keeping with the classics!  Lastly, we do feature guest artists 
throughout the season. Working with those musicians and what we will perform together helps build the rest of the 
program around that feature. 

How do you balance the level of difficulty of the music with the goal of keeping it interesting to both the audience and the 
musicians? 

This is always a fun part of the jigsaw puzzle!  We also need to ensure an experience that is valuable without being too 
long!  This comes back to the longer vision I maintain in the process.  Start with the feature works and artists and then 
work around those.  Those two pieces are typically the most challenging.  We always pride ourselves on some good fun 
marches and some lighter works while still telling a story.  We try to offer music that is good for the ear, good for the 
body, and good for the soul! 

The upcoming October performance, “A Classic American Autumn”, contains several interesting pieces.  How do the 
pieces relate to each other and support the overall concert theme? 

I am excited about this concert and the season to follow!  I worked to find new and less programmed composers who are 
writing great educational and meaningful works!  This fall concert celebrates this AND the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence.  All of the pieces in this concert are written by American composers.  Some 
do feature a bit of patriotic fanfare! October by Eric Whitaker is a great wind work that perfectly embodies the Autumn 
season of change.  The Symphony no. 1 “Ghost Story” will be our nod to Halloween!  We will also feature a lovely march 
by Helen May Butler who was a cornetist and composer during the late 19th century.  She started an all-female 
community band in New Hampshire in 1898!  All of the music in this concert offers some reflection on the meaning of 
life, our positive contributions to society and taking the time to enjoy the outdoors. 

Any surprises for the October concert that you would like to share with our readers? 

No big surprises, but I am excited to share with our audience the level of musicianship and storytelling that will take 
place at our October concert this year.  We have pushed our level of performance to a new level, and I know the 
audience will be drawn into the music to share our experience.  There will be a great deal of percussion instruments and 
obscure colors presented in this concert. The audience will hear and see new and exciting things!  

Since our website has openings that we need to fill, what qualities are you looking for in an individual who wishes to join 
the WCB? 

Members of the Warren Concert Band do have current facility and experience on their instrument.  We also strive to 
enjoy what we do.  We rotate people through the sections for experience and really focus a great deal on the making of 
music and the building of strong lifelong relationships!  

Please join the Warren Concert Band on October 25th at Warren Woods Middle School for their performance of 
“A Classic American Autumn!”. 


